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G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning is published at the end of each trimester and includes articles that share what’s happening at each of 

our school sites. 

Spring Family G.A.T.E. Activity 

             

                        

 

 

 

 

 
   G.A.T.E. Students and their parents are 

invited to attend our “G.A.T.E. Spelling Bee” 

               On 

Thursday, April 9, 2020 

Alta Loma Junior High School 

6:00 p.m. Registration 

Play will begin immediately following 

registration 

Please watch for informational flyers to be 

sent home in March. 

 

G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee 
 

The District G.A.T.E. Advisory Committee, 

whose members are parents and staff from each 

school, meet three times a year.  The remaining 

meeting for 2019-2020 will be held on: 

 

        Thursday, April 23rd, 2020 at 3:30pm 

 

Meetings are scheduled at either 1:30 p.m. 

or 3:30 p.m. at the Alta Loma School District 

Support Center in the upstairs conference room. 

 

  G.A.T.E. Surveys On-Line! 

 

Parents and students will have 

the opportunity to 

participate in our annual 

G.A.T.E. Survey.  The 

information provided will be part of 

our annual self-assessment to determine 

program strengths and areas of needed 

improvement.  G.A.T.E. students and parents 

can complete the survey on-line.  The survey 

will be posted on the front page of the 

district website.  The website can be found 

at www.alsd.k12.ca.us .  Your input is 

important to us! 

 

The survey will be on-line 

March 4th – April 5th  

 

G.A.T.E.Ways 

Newsletter On-Line! 
This G.A.T.E.Ways to Learning newsletter is only 

available online!  To access the newsletter and 

current information on our district G.A.T.E. 

program, visit our district website at  

www.alsd.k12.ca.us.  The newsletter can be found 

by clicking on Departments/Services, Educational 

Services then gifted and talented education.  

 

The next G.A.T.E. newsletter will be available 

May 6, 2020. 

                

 

  We are excited to help our students 

realize their potential socially, developmentally, 
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and academically!  The variety of activities and 

opportunities provided are intended to engage 

and stimulate curiosity as well as encourage 

deep learning.   Our goal is to ensure pathways 

that lead to college and career preparedness 

and excellence.  In the classroom, that means 

high academic standards and high expectations. 

G.A.T.E. students should demonstrate academic 

excellence and critical thinking in daily 

assignments, projects, and especially in writing. 

Students should demonstrate thoughtful 

analysis and expression. For most of our 

G.A.T.E. students, math instruction should be 

accelerated, at the junior high school level.  

                Students participating in the 

G.A.T.E. program should maintain excellent 

grades in core subjects: language arts, 

mathematics, social studies, and science.  If 

students begin to struggle academically, 

G.A.T.E. qualification may need to be reviewed. 

Teachers and/or the Dean of Students at each 

junior high will monitor G.A.T.E. student 

progress to determine whether or not the 

student should continue on an accelerated pace. 

Decisions will be made on a case by case basis 

as to whether or not to remove the student 

from certain courses at the junior high.  

                We look forward to a positive and 

productive relationship with both you and your 

child. 

 

Lori Thompson 

Associate Superintendent 

Educational Services 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This trimester brought a variety of 

GATE activities using STEAM as our focus. We 

spent the holidays doing various art activities. 

Using oil pastels and chalk we 

created unique snowmen. We also 

used shaving cream on top of 

the desk to create a very 

interesting smear art. Students 

used food coloring to swirl 

interesting patterns and coloring 

in the shaving cream.  Then on 

various shapes of paper we transferred the 

colors to our paper by pressing them into the 

foam and got to use squeegees to scrape off 

the extra. It was fun to get messy. In January 

we focused on math. We made various stations 

for math challenges, logic puzzles, sudoku, etc., 

trying to complete as many math tasks as 

possible. Lastly, we focused on Rube Goldberg 

Machines. Using cardboard and random items in 

the classroom, students were able to create 

chain reactions using the principles of force and 

gravity. We have had a very busy trimester and 

are looking forward to the rest of the year. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

The Gate experience I have had so far 

this year is that I had fun at all the after 

school meetings and doing the STEM Fair again 

this year.  My favorite activity so far 

this school year was our very first 

meeting. We got to test different 

variables with soda. It was fun 

testing to see which soda explosion 

All our schools differentiate instruction for G.A.T.E. students 

within their regular classrooms.  In addition, some special 

enrichment activities are provided.  The following articles 

from each of the schools describe these classrooms and 

special activities. 
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goes higher with different mentos, soda, and 

sizes. My team got to experiment with the 

different types of soda. When we tested it out 

the Diet Coke fizz went the highest out of all 

of the soda our team tested.  
 
 

            By: Megan Lam 
 
One of my favorite meetings so far this year 

was the field trip to the Planes of Fame Air 

Museum. At Planes of Fame we saw different 

battle planes such as bombers, dive bombers, 

and fighter planes. We learned how they 

decided the name of the types of 

planes, which was based 

on if they were a 

bomber or a fighter 

plane. Next, we saw how 

they would mark decommissioned planes tails 

orange and then shoot them for practice. 

Lastly, we go to go in a helicopter and see how 

the pilot would use the switches and levers to 

control the helicopter. It was a great field trip! 

 

By: Ilyus Lopez 
 

My GATE experience so far this year has 

been great! On the Planes of Fame field trip we 

go to learn about planes that were used for 

battle. At our other GATE 

meetings we do group 

activities. For example at our 

last meeting Gracie and Lukas 

and I made a slinky go down a 

cardboard box stair that created a chain 

reaction into our dominoes. I really enjoy GATE 

and doing STEM activities with my friends! 

 

           By: Niah Robinson 

 

 

  BANYAN BULLDOGS 

 
 

 

                     My S.T.E.M Project 

 

 For the STEM Fair, we decided to do our 

project on how to make slime less sticky. 

Parents hate slime because it feels gooey and 

sticks to everything. We wanted to make 

parents okay with slime by making 

it less sticky and 

feel nice. I 

worked on this 

project with 

Savannah Dudziak 

and Austen Little. We found out 

that a slime called fluffy slime had both of 

those features. The ingredients of this slime 

are: glue, laundry detergent, and shaving cream. 

We already had the glue and laundry detergent, 

so all we needed were a few small cans of 

shaving cream. After we got the shaving cream, 

we used the process of elimination to find out 

what was not enough and too much. We then 

found that 2-3 cups was enough shaving cream. 

Together, we had a great time working on this 

project. 
 

By: Orchid Neil  
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            STEM Project - Wind Turbine 

 

Making my STEM project was an amazing 

experience. I decided on a wind turbine because 

when we generate electricity 

with fossil fuels, we hurt the 

environment. Researching the 

project and the problems with 

electricity made me want to help 

the environment. It was very fun to build 

everything and see how it worked. At first, my 

wind turbine didn’t work so it was very exciting 

when I finally saw it work. It was fun to make 

because we tried different types of things to 

make it. For example, we used three different 

types of motors. Once we used the strong 

motor, it finally worked. 

          One of my favorite parts was presenting 

the project. It felt good to share my project 

and the science behind it. When I was judged, 

an important part was me believing in myself. I 

feel that because I was so confident in myself, 

I did a good job presenting and that affected 

my scores. It made me happy to see people 

looking at my project or saying, “Wow, that’s 

cool.” My confidence helped me through it. 

Though I had to explain it many times, it was 

still a great experience to present my project 

to the judges and the school. 

 

By: Stella Soliz 
 
 

               My STEM Fair Design 

 

For the STEM Fair this year, I chose to 

make an outdoor cat shelter called the Cat 

Cave. I really enjoyed working on it. I really 

enjoyed spray painting the pentagons on the 

dome. The entire process took quite a bit of 

time. From buying all of the supplies to building 

the final product, it took about a month and a 

half. In the beginning, there was a lot of math 

involved. I had to find how large the triangles 

would be to fit correctly. I originally wanted 

the triangles to be small, but then the dome 

would be too small. Instead, I 

made the sides of  the 

equilateral triangles 10 inches. I 

altered the side lengths of the 

isosceles triangles to fit. Once we 

calculated the right 

lengths, we had to transfer the 

design onto pieces of foam board.  

We had 6 foam boards in total and we 

had to make 10 equilateral triangles and 30 

isosceles triangles. After I cut them out, I 

secured the isosceles triangles together with 

caulking and tape. After all the isosceles 

triangles were secured into pentagon shapes, I 

spray painted them green to make them more 

natural colored. For the equilateral triangles, I 

used plexiglass to create half of them for 

windows. I made the bottom part out of foam 

board that was cut into ten 10 x 10 inch 

sides.  For the base, I used a kind of wood and 

cut out a large hole in the middle for the 

detachable base. For the detachable base, I 

hot glued a piece of carpet onto the rest of the 

cut out base and placed it inside the dome. 

Once all of the pieces were assembled, I made 

2 tunnels out of sonotube and attached them to 

the sides.  

This was a memorable experience 

because I have never built something this large 

and intricate from scratch before. All of the 

hard work paid off because my cats go in it and 

they enjoy it. The Cat Cave served its purpose 

by sheltering cats. 
 

By: Lauren Frame 
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                   GATE Article 

 

My favorite GATE activity so far was the 

Christmas after school activity. The “Snowman 

Challenge” was so fun and exciting, and even 

though my group didn’t really win, 

I had so much fun making my 

strange snowman! The snacks 

were delicious, especially the 

cookies/brownies. Afterwards, I 

got to do “Code It” and that was 

also really fun!  I think I enjoyed 

that the most out of all the other after school 

activities. The Christmas after school activity 

was hands down my favorite GATE activity.  
 

By: Marlee Marino 
 

           My Favorite GATE Activity 

 

My favorite activity from GATE this 

year was the “Pumpkin Hurl”. I 

liked it because we all got to 

paint and design a pumpkin and 

name it. Once the activity 

started, it was very funny. The 

first round we got to shoot our 

own pumpkin, and that didn’t work 

very well for me. It also got us all 

hyped up because we all thought that our 

pumpkins would make it to the end but then, 

“boom!” our pumpkins exploded. My pumpkin 

made it to round 4 out of 5.  

 

All in all, it was a great activity all around 

that I hope to do again next year. 

 

By: Brody Blanchard 
 

                The LA County Fair 

 

I had tons of fun when we went to the 

LA County Fair for GATE. One of the things we 

did was learn about hydroponics. We learned 

how a hydroponics system works and what it 

does. It is a plant system made out of pipes to 

plant crops in small city spaces. Another thing 

we did was look at insect exhibits. We went to 

an area where we looked at facts about insects 

like, ants, butterflies, and 

spiders. We also went to the pig 

races and watched the pigs run 

in a race. At the pig race, it 

was super loud. We also went 

on a hill with a Hollywood sign 

with pictures on it. Finally we went 

in a butterfly tent, got Q-tips with 

nectar on them, and the butterflies went 

on them! I had tons of fun at the LA fair, i hope 

i can go again another time! 

 

By: Victoria Jimenez 
 

The L.A. County Fair 

 

My favorite G.A.T.E. activity was 

the L.A. County Fair. I enjoyed this trip 

because it gave me inspiration for a 

winning S.T.E.M. project. Though looking 

at the hydroponics systems is fun, I 

especially liked watching the pig races. In 

addition we got caught in a lasso, got to see and 

feed butterflies, and eat mealworms! Overall, I 
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believe that the trip to the L.A. County Fair was 

the best G.A.T.E. trip. 

 By: Lyla Pinedo 
 

          My Trip to the LA County Fair   

 

   The Carnelian Elementary GATE program 

and I had lots of fun at the LA County Fair this 

year. Brody and I sat together on the bus until 

we arrived where we were divided into groups 

with one chaperone. My group was with Justin 

(my brother), Connor, Joshua, Riley, and 

Connor's dad (our chaperone), who was a pretty 

cool guy. We decided we would just walk 

upwards until we found something we wanted to 

do, and we decided to go to the Hollywood sign 

(not the actual one) and take a few pictures. 

We then later went 

inside a place that was 

full of flowers, which was 

very pretty. We also saw 

some animals, including an 

owl, which pooped right 

when we took a picture. 

We then ate some food 

like calamari and 

roasted corn. We then went to a big red barn 

and saw some sheep and chicken. I can't 

completely remember all of the things I did at 

the LA County Fair, but I know that it was a 

whole lot of fun. 

 
By: Sean Saucedo 

 

                   Turkey Race 

 

 I really liked the whole concept of the 

“Turkey Races”. It was really fun making 

NickelSmart. If you don’t remember or are 

wondering  “WHO THE HECK 

IS NICKELSMART!?”, he was 

my “turkey”. Instead of it 

being a turkey, it was based 

off of PennyWise. The 

naming, though, couldn’t be 

PennyWise, due to copyright, 

so I made it into PennyWise 

as a synonym, for example a 

penny is a coin; so is a nickel, and then wise 

means smart. There was only one thing to 

differentiate them apart, which was that 

NickelSmart is a turkey with, of course, A RED 

BALLOON! When it came to the actual race, 

and it was my turn, I did mess it up a little by 

going forwards at the turn. Then I went back 

and still beat the person who was my opponent. 

In the end, I enjoyed some sweets. Then a week 

later I got a sling shot as a prize for being on 

the winning team; the BOYS TEAM! 

 

By: Rantej Singh 
 

 

My favorite Gate activity was the LA 

county Fair. I learned about hydroponics and 

made a Hydroponics system for the School 

districts S.T.E.M fair. This 

activity was my favorite gate trip 

because I learned about plants and 

looked at art. I went into this 

building and saw my friend's jacket that she 

made. I also saw a kid that made a video game 

controller. We saw the pig races and went to 

the insect fair with bees, spiders like 

tarantulas, worms and other insects to try.    

 
By: Tatiana Duque 
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My favorite Gate activity was the LA 

county Fair. I learned about hydroponics and 

made a Hydroponics system for the School 

districts S.T.E.M fair. This activity was my 

funnest gate trip because I learned about 

plants and looked at art. I went into this 

building and saw my friend's jacket that she 

made. I also saw a kid that made a video game 

controller. We saw the pig races and went to 

the insect fair with bees, spiders like 

tarantulas, worms and other insects to try. 

    

By: Tatiana Duque 
 

 

 

This year in G.A.T.E has been an 

extraordinary experience. Our field trip to The 

Aquarium of the Pacific was an excellent choice 

for an activity. We got to see many animals and 

explore different types of sea life. We learned 

about what plankton is and its different forms. 

We got to explore different 

stations and interact with multiple 

kinds of sea creatures. The animals 

were friendly and fun to learn 

about! It was definitely a trip we 

would remember.  

Also this trimester, we designed our own 

kinds of board games. It allowed us to learn 

about the engineering design process and use 

our brains! We really had to brainstorm on how 

our game worked. Our team's theme was winter 

wonderland, which meant that we had to make a 

Christmas themed board game with a few items 

to get creative with. Our idea was to have an 

ornament shaped 

board with 

reindeer pawns 

and tiny presents 

to drop off at 

each square but, 

with limited items we had to use our imagination 

to make the board game come to life. 

 
BY: Penelope Stiefeling And Miley Reyes  
 

 

 
 

                Purple Easel GATE Activity 

  

The Purple Easel activity was extremely fun. It 

was also very challenging. We made a snowman 

for winter, and we got to 

take it home. We had to 

start painting immediately 

so we could mess up at any 

given moment. This event 

was challenging because we 

couldn’t trace it with pencil first, we had to go 

straight into painting. We had to follow step by 

step instructions from the artist. This helped 

us get better at painting while still having fun. 

We would recommend this GATE activity to any 

GATE student who hasn’t tried it yet. 
 

By: Morgan Altman and 
Noah Rivas 
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Jasper GATE students have 

been hard at work in 

trimester two on their STEM 

fair projects. A huge thank 

you to our STEM coordinator, 

Mr. Bonilla, for working with our GATE students 

throughout this process.   

 

My experience working on the GATE bridge 

project was new.  Though I have never built, or 

even thought of the construction of a bridge, I 

found the task to be a new challenge to the 

regular GATE sessions.  My group was a 

challenge in and of itself, though having 

hardships in the beginning, the problems soon 

fizzled out.  The 

ceremony at Banyan 

was a sight to see, 

the projects by the 

other groups were 

creative in their project ideas.  All in all, the 

project was an exciting experience and one I 

will remember.   

 

By: Mia Lucero 
 

So, recently I did a stem project with Ryan and 

it was the best. Who built a simple bridge. It 

had a lot of sticks so it could hold up. This 

project was really fun. I had a great 

experience. I learned a lot from just building a 

bridge. That was a whole new experience and I 

loved it. I hope I get the chance to do another 

one of these. That was so fun.   

 

By: Christian Sabga 
 

When our teacher posed us with the 

opportunity to do a STEM project the science 

fair my team was pumped. He gave us the option 

to do anything science-related and we chose to 

build a bridge. Our team was then faced with 

the time consuming and difficult process of 

creating a bridge made of Balsa 

Wood. If you aren’t 

familiar with Balsa 

Wood, it is some of 

the softest 

woods and 

breaks 

incredibly 

easily. Our team 

first decided that 

we should build and 

construct the frame and both 

sides of our Balsa Bridge. The hardest part of 

this project was probably getting our 

measurements correct and getting our green 

gloop (glue) to dry. Our team then took on the 

challenge of building our top frame and base for 

our project. We used a very unique design for 

our top frame and constructed the base to 

ensure that it could hold the maximum weight. 

Our team worked very hard together and did a 

lot together. We got a lot done and created a 

very sturdy bridge. This project was a great 

learning experience and a very fun activity.   

 

By: Luke Paciorek 
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My experience in the stem fair was 

great!  Personally, I think the best parts of it 

was making my Science project with my friends, 

getting to show my hard work off at the STEM 

Fair, and answering curious people’s questions 

while they looked at it. My friends (Gavin and 

Ender) and I decided to dissolve pennies to find 

whether it was pure copper or made of 

different materials, which we soon 

found out. First, Ender’s 

Mom drove Ender, Gavin, 

and me to Etiwanda High 

School to get our supplies, 

which we would need to 

build our project. The 

supplies are the following: 

safety glasses, a scale, 3 beakers, a glass 

bottle, and the hydrochloric acid to dissolve the 

pennies with. When we got back to Ender’s 

house we started to rub the pennies on the 

sidewalk to get to the zinc core (which we 

found out when we got back) but this took 

longer than I had previously thought. When we 

finished doing this Ender’s Mom poured in the 

hydrochloric acid which smelled very bad, but 

immediately we saw them start to bubble and 

fizz. Ender’s Mom told us that we would have to 

wait for a few days before we could see a 

difference in those few days she gave us a 

little bit of homework three questions about 

what we would think would happen and what the 

fizz was. After those few days 

we were able to see and 

feel when they came out of 

the acid that the penny felt 

like tin foil, which was 

actually pure copper. After 

we finished talking about it 

we started to work on our 

board and the name. Our project's name was 

Honest Abe, because President Lincoln was an 

honest man and would never tell lies and his 

face on a penny, which is supposed to be made 

out of copper. When we finally finished, our 

project it looked great and I was proud to take 

it to the Stem Fair.   
 

            By: Mason Dzama 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                MY GATE EXPERIENCE 

 

I am going to be 

talking about my experience 

in GATE in the 2nd trimester. 

My time was good so far in 

GATE. My favorite time was 

when we made the origami 

spinner. I thought it was fun because it was 

challenging. I also liked the rover assembly. I 

liked when we put on the 3D glasses and looked 

at the poster and everything was 3D. I also 

remember recycling for the well in South 

Sudan. I think that is important because they 

do not have much water there and they need it 

to survive. This has been my time in GATE. 

 

By: Brody Merrell 
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In the second 

trimester, I personally 

thought that the ROVER 

activity [NASA] was very 

interesting.  It was 

incredible to see a 3d 

picture of Mars.  I did not know what a rover 

was before I went to the activity.  But when I 

went to it, the man who worked with NASA  

explained exactly what a rover was.  As I 

entered the hall, I saw the rover on the 

floor.  It was about 15 inches tall and two feet 

wide.  The rover was white, and I really loved 

its design.  I know that everybody enjoyed the 

activity like me.  
 

I also loved recycling for the Iron 

Giraffe Challenge.  We learned how water from 

a water well turns from dirty water, to fresh 

water.  Let's say that you pour water on some 

mud.  The mud uses some of the water for 

plants and other things.  It does not use all of 

the water, it will always have 

some water that it will not 

need.  The mud will turn the 

leftover water into a 

puddle.  A water well takes the 

leftover water that the mud 

does not need and turns it into 

freshwater.  South Sudan does not have enough 

money to get a water well.  Our school has 

started saving up money by recycling to get the 

water well. 
 

Another entertaining project that we’ve 

done was origami.  We had to make an origami 

paper spinner.   
 

 The project that I did for the STEM 

Fair was about how we can help stop 

pollution.  As you may know, pollution has a 

negative impact on our world.  Plastic bottles 

and many other kinds of plastic kill many 

animals.  Instead of wasting a bottle, I made a 

water dispenser.  I made it with a bottle and a 

straw.  It was very easy to make and fun. 

 

By:  Ali Saleem 
 

This is my first year in gate and we got 

to do lots of fun activities, some of the 

activities included, the rover activity and the 

origami activity. When we were at the rover 

activity I got to view what Mars looks like with 

3D glasses. We also learned what the next 

generation of the Mars Robot would look like. 

Some reasons NASA sends the Mars Robot are 

because they want to collect samples of Mars, 

they also want to look for water. One last 

reason is the Mars Robot is looking for life. 

Now I will tell you about the origami 

activity. We learned how to 

make origami spinners. 

We did this so we could 

learn about the history 

of paper. Basically we made a top. A top is a 

small toy that spins. For the spinner we needed 

3 pieces of paper that were all different sizes. 

Mine turned out a little funky because it was 

pretty difficult for me. 

I had a fun time doing all these 

activities, and I hope I can do more. 
 

By: Julianna Hasso 
 

Have you come to learn what Stork 

Superstars in G.A.T.E. have been working on in 

the second trimester?  Well you came to the 

perfect article by a G.A.T.E. student.  I will be 

telling you about Stork’s S.T.E.M. Showcase and 

Stork’s recycling program, “Iron Giraffe 

Challenge”.  The whole school is able to 
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participate in Iron Giraffe. All students 

volunteer to participate if they want to take 

part in the month’s recycling day. The S.T.E.M. 

Fair was a huge success as we all learned 

something from each other. 

 

This year’s STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, or Mathematics) Fair focused on 

Engineering. The showcase was very exciting to 

experience because I learned how to engineer a 

project. I discovered I need to test every 

option in the test and evaluate phase.  It’s 

important to test and 

evaluate because you 

can learn all the 

possible solutions. 

During the showcase I 

walked through and 

looked at the other 

engineering projects. 

Some students explored problems the world is 

going through while others focused on smaller 

problems such as personal hygiene or cooking 

molds. Each entry gave us the opportunity to 

learn more about the world of engineering.       

 

  The opportunity to engineer a cooking 

tool was a huge accomplishment for me and I 

cannot wait to do it again. Overall everything I 

learned were great things in the past trimester 

and I cannot wait to experience the next 

trimester with new obstacles to conquer.  
 

    By: Madison Hayward 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grammy Museum was very cool and 

interesting. I really loved when we watched the 

DJ make beats and quite a few people got to 

create beats on the app that he had. I very 

much enjoyed that activity, so did plenty of 

others. Also, we got to hear and see all of the 

popular singers and musicians that we all love! 

For example, Michael Jackson, Beyonce, Katy 

Perry, Taylor Swift, Elvis Presley, Shawn 

Mendes, and way more! There were some 

electric instruments we got to play over all, it 

was pretty cool! 

             By: Sally Namy 

My favorite part at the Grammy museum 

was the sound room because it showed the 

performances by multiple artists at the 

Grammys. Also, it made the audio change 

according to the timeline on the screen. For 

example, when it changed to the audio for the 

Shure 55 microphone it sounded different than 

modern-day speakers. The room was made 

soundproof and had a screen at the center and 

at the front 

of the box. 

The screen 

in the center 

was there 

for the user 

to pick the 

song. The 

screen at the front was there for the user to 

know what speaker or microphone it was. As a 
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whole, the Grammy museum was an awesome 

place I wish to go again someday. 

      By: Aiden Yang 

Every trimester the G.A.T.E. students 

get to go on a field trip. The first- trimester 

field trip was to the Jeopardy Studios and for 

this trimester, we got to go to the Grammy 

Museum. The museum was really big and was 

under construction at the time, so we didn’t get 

to explore ALL of it. When we first arrived, we 

went into a small auditorium where we listened 

to a guy talk, and then we watched a 

video about Tina Turner and Beyonce 

meeting each other for the first time 

and then performing together. Then 

each grade was split up into different 

levels, 6th grade was sent to the 

fourth floor. We got to explore the museum and 

goof off with our friends, in a responsible way. 

My favorite part was definitely the sound 

tables. We got to listen to different songs and 

genres in soundproof headphones which were 

really fun. We also went back to the auditorium 

where we created our OWN music. We did some 

more exploring and then ate our lunches. But we 

ran out of time so we had to eat very fast! 

Overall, I loved this experience! 

      By:  Lara Velasquez 

I loved going to the Grammy Museum! I 

think all of the instruments and displays of 

costumes were super cool. I loved learning 

about making a beat and about Tina Turner and 

Beyonce. This was a once in a lifetime 

experience and I’m so glad I got to participate!  

      By: Jenna Wilson 

 
 

 

This year at Alta Loma Junior High, the 

GATE students have participated in many 

exciting activities. In the beginning of the year, 

we took a trip to the 

University of 

California, Riverside 

(UCR). Later in the 

year, there was a 

field trip to the 

California 

Polytechnic State 

University (Cal Poly). 

These were wonderful chances to start thinking 

about our futures and what colleges we want to 

go to later in our lives. 

 On February 6th, the STEM District 

Science Fair was held. In this event, groups 

from each school in the district who 

participated in the science fair were selected 

to present at this one. For my project, I tested 

to see whether magnetism affected the growth 

of plants. A few of the projects chosen 

included a solar powered roller coaster model 

and a hydro powered robotic hand model. We 

got to present our projects to parents and 

teachers around the school 

district, and see projects 

from other schools. The 

district STEM fair was a 

great opportunity to learn about different 

areas of science. 

We also have an upcoming trip to 

Disneyland on February 28th for ALJH 
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students who participated in the STEM science 

fair. This trip is one of the most anticipated of 

the year! We will get to learn about how some 

of the most well known roller coasters at 

Disneyland work, and the science behind them. 

Additionally, a class of students will be 

going to Knott’s Berry Farm on 

February 21st.  This is a reward 

for students that achieved 

excellent academic grades. 

Students will get to celebrate 

their achievements and enjoy 

the day with their peers. 

Furthermore, there was a spelling bee at 

our school for all students who qualified to be 

in it. Each class had a team for their period, 

and we took turns spelling the given words out 

on whiteboards. Congratulations to the amazing 

teams who won! 

In conclusion, Alta Loma Junior High not 

only endeavors for greatness, but rewards 

those who achieve it and have fun while doing it. 

I can’t wait to see what my school has planned 

for the future! 
 

             By: Jade Pretell 
 

In the 2020 school year, Alta Loma 

Junior High G.A.T.E. students got to participate 

in many enjoyable activities. One of the many 

entertaining activities G.A.T.E. students got to 

experience was a trip to Cal Poly Pomona. We 

took the trip to Cal Poly Pomona on February 

19th, 2020 to observe their campus and feel 

what it feels like to be a Cal Poly student. Two 

of the students from Cal Poly Pomona helped us 

on the tour around the campus and they shared 

some fun facts with us about some 

achievements or just what was inside of each 

building. Actually, we got to take a trip to two 

different colleges, Cal Poly Pomona and the 

University of California, Riverside. We took the 

trip to the University of California, Riverside on 

October 22nd, 2019. The students from both 

schools who gave us a tour around the campus 

knew a lot of 

facts about 

their college 

because it 

was their last 

year as a 

student at Cal 

Poly Pomona 

and 

University of California, Riverside. On the 

other hand, G.A.T.E. students got to make a 

S.T.E.M. project based off of a question they 

wanted to do research on. S.T.E.M. stands for 

science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics. Some of the questions our 

G.A.T.E. students started off with were, How 

do Different Kinds of Drinks Affect Your 

Teeth? How Do You Make a Solar Powered Car? 

How Do You Make a Solar Powered Roller 

Coaster? How Do Different Types of Music 

Affect Your Learning?, How Do You Make Ice 

Cream? and many more. After we accomplished 

that S.T.E.M. fair project, we get to spend our 

February 28th at 

Disneyland for Physics Day. 

While we are learning about 

how the roller coasters are 

created and how the roller coasters work, we 

get to ride some of the roller coasters while 

paying attention to the educational part while 

we are on the different roller coasters.  
 

          By: Julie Rieger 
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My experience at Medieval Times was a 

great one. The lesson of learning to be kind 

towards one another and how to act in certain 

situations where one needs help was very 

memorable and important, considering that 

most of the audience was children. This is 

called chivalry. An example that showed 

chivalry was when the servant tripped and the 

chalice fell with the red drink spilling all over 

the queen’s dress, leaving a stain. 

The queen wasn't mad but the 

advisors felt quite the opposite. 

They started to insult the 

servant girl. However, the queen 

didn’t like how her advisors were 

treating the servant, so she 

stood up for her and told the 

advisors what they were doing was mean. 

It was a lesson to be learned not only for the 

advisors, but also for the students. This is one 

thing that I liked about Medieval Times Field 

Trip. They teach important lessons to kids so 

that they can have a better understanding of 

how to act with kindness. I recommend that you 

go and visit Medieval Times. 

 

Other than the lessons that were taught, 

a second aspect of Medieval Times I liked was 

how the audience got to be a part of the actual 

show. The competition of the Knights were 

shared with the different sections of the 

stands and this made the environment very 

lively and exciting. There were people cheering 

with the support of their knight and team. 

Everyone enjoyed the competitiveness and the 

chance to take part in 

the show. Another thing 

to take note of is the 

food that was served. 

It was savory, tasty, 

and made the experience great. Now let’s focus 

on the show that was presented. One thing that 

the audience including myself adored was how 

the knights threw roses into the stands as 

tokens of their appreciation. The horses were 

well trained and were very entertaining. The 

fights were suspenseful and thrillful. Overall, I 

think Medieval Times was a special experience 

for all and I definitely recommend you to visit. 
 
 

 By: Dakota Levia and Juliet Macias 
 

                 Azusa Pacific University 

 

 This school year, me and other students 

had the privilege to visit and tour Azusa Pacific 

University. We got to experience life from a 

student’s perspective. This trip 

provided us with some insight as 

to our future. 

 Once we arrived at 

the university, we met our 

tour guide. What I especially 

liked about our tour guide is that he was a 

student currently attending the university. This 

made me feel even better about the tour 

because he was not just a worker trying to 

persuade you to attend the college, but was 

very honest and still highlighted the good points 

of the college and told us of some of his own 

experiences. Our tour guide walked us around 

and showed us all of the aspects of the college, 

and if we were ever to need help, where to go. 
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 The buildings in the university were very 

charming and intriguing. One of my favorite 

buildings that we came across was the one that 

contained the college’s Sports Hall of Fame. It 

was so nice to recognize all of the student’s 

accomplishments and what they have been 

rewarded. I also very much enjoyed the 

opportunity to visit the college dorms. Not only 

were we introduced to all of the buildings that 

contained the dorms, but were allowed to 

actually go inside of one and see the layout of 

one of the rooms. The room was very nice and 

tidy and seeing it made me a little excited for 

when I will be attending college, but that is 

later in the future.  

We arrived at the 1899 dining Hall, the 

last stop of our tour, to grab a bite. The food 

there was very delicious and there was a 

variety, not just a specific food. I had a very 

good time, getting to sit with my friends, and 

enjoy the last parts 

of our trip. We got 

to talk over our 

favorite parts and 

what we were 

excited for when we 

get to go to college. 

I had a great time on this trip and am so 

happy I had the experience to get to know what 

I’m in for when I’m older. What I am most 

excited about for college is getting to meet new 

people and just have an all around good time, 

and help myself become successful in life and to 

keep pushing myself. And one thing I’ve always 

wanted was to play sports in college too, so I 

hope that is also one of the many things I get 

to experience. I can’t wait to see what great 

things college will bring me and what a great 

person it will make me. 

 

          By: Ashley Farrugia 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

16 

 

Reminders 

 

       Spring Forward 

March 8th, 2:00am 

Survey’s available 

  March 4th – April 5TH  

     Spring Break 

   March 23rd – 27th  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Spelling Bee 

April 9, 2020 

6:00 pm  

ALJH 

 

           


